40 years later
African Village
still stands.
More than 35 years later, Iya Oba
Adaramola still remembers the night in
1975 she turned off U.S. 21 to begin a new
life with hundreds of others in the woods
in Sheldon. We came in the middle of the
night," Adaramola said. "The road was not
as wide as it is now, and the trees hung
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THIS IS HOW WE WOULD BE LIVING
IF WE WERE NOT TAKEN FROM
AFRICA.
Adaramola is one of about 25
people still living at the Oyotunji
African Village in Sheldon, which
celebrates its 40th anniversary
this year. The village was founded
in 1970 by Oba Adefunmi I -- a
Detroit native born as Walter
Eugene King -- and fashioned for
African-Americans around the
West African Yoruba culture that
originated in Nigeria.
Adaramola, who is known as the
village's queen mother and taught
in the village's school, said a
chance to re-connect with her
heritage brought her from New
York City to the remote 10-acre
compound in 1975, and that
keeps her and others there now.
"I was looking for peace and
contentment and just gravitated
toward this place," Adaramola
said.
The village has long been a place
of curiosities -- animal sacrifices,
ritual facial scarring and the
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