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Pan-Africanism for a New Generation, Building Wealth through Culture 
Post Review

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 Sheldon, S.C. [July 27, 2013]- The 2nd Annual Pan African Grassroots Assembly, held July 4-7, 2013 continued the vision and legacy of the founder of Oyotunji African Village and the Father of the Cultural Restoration Movement, Oba Adefunmi I. On the weekend of the 42nd Annual Festival of Orunmila, the power of destiny continued a global expansion of what has historically been celebrated as the Yoruba National Convention. Founded in 1970, Oyotunji African Village hosts 14 Festivals each year as the foundation of cultural programming offered to the public by the non profit parent company, the African Theological Archministry.

HRM Oba Adejuyigbe Adefunmi II, in January of 2012 established the Yoruba Assembly Movement as the next evolution of the Cultural Restoration Movement in North America with the primary mission of hosting the PAGA, inspired by the Oba’s attendance to the US Forum on Social Reform held in Detroit, Michigan, June of 2011. The YAM steering committee, deliberately entitled this year’s event “Pan-Africanism for a New Generation”. Among the edutainment heavy hitters, Jamaican poet Laureate and community activist Mutabaruka, the next generation “Last Poets”…Precise Science and Ajose Africa African Dance and Drumming Ensemble.

Despite current headlines challenging the lives and longevity of the African-American communities’ youth, PAGA presenters brought messages of food sovereignty, economic empowerment, alternative cultural education solutions and much more to the table for discussion. Friend and ally of North America’s oldest, authentic African Village, Queen Quet, chief priestess of the Gullah Geechie Nation, offered PAGA participants the wisdom of “serving the needs of our communities with a broad pan of creative solutions” citing that “small portions yield small results”. 

The weekend’s Keynote address was offered by the descendent of Frederick Douglas, Dr. Umar Ifatunde Johnson. Known to many as the Prince of Pan-Africanism, this psychologist, author and contributor to the movie Hidden Colors 1&2, shared the power of making different choices around the education and rites of passage training for African American males in this country. One of his most critical takeaways noting that “Public Education is soon becoming a thing of the past”. 

No matter what cultural activists came in search of or hungry for, all were full of inspiration, motivation, great food and an even greater sense of community upon their departure. Living in Black blog radio host, Keidi Awadu left a lasting impression in Oyotunji. He led the initiative to construct the campfire with other PAGA participants that upon completion was consecrated ceremonially by the same. Brother Keidi Awadu’s contribution to the oldest and only authentic African Village in North America is a welcome addition to the Kampgrounds of Oyotunji. 

In addition, Oyotunji is very proud to have had the opportunity to utilize the newly renovated and designed "Ile Afrique Guest House" during this year's PAGA. Pertinent to the creation of jobs in the local Sheldon community, the revitalization of the original Trader's Bazaar outdoor African Marketplace is now a bed and breakfast for up to 22 guests as a joint collaboration of Oyotunji's dopkwe, state labor force and the efforts of some neighbors.

In no uncertain terms, the little African town in America is on the move. In the coming months, look for the PAGA documentary, produced by Great Benin Films, The Royal Entourage Returns to Oshogbo, Nigeria for the August festival of Osun, the fall edition of Inside Oyotunji, quarterly news magazine on youtube and the further collaborations with Appeal.org, I Grow Culture youth training programs and Cultural Heritage camp through the initiative of the Afin Farms.

For more information contact info@oyotunji.org. Media Contact: Miji Pearse at miji.pearse@thepremiumworld.com.
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                                                                   In time the field belongs to the leopard
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