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Ore Yeye Osun O!
Osun fest. Atl brings connections
Igberohinjade Oludoye

 

The 6th annual Oshun Festival 
in Atlanta was held on the 

second weekend in August. 

Egbe Oshun Atlanta hosted the 

two day event at the Omenala 

Griot African Teaching Museum 

and Sweetwater State Park. 

Egbe Oshun ATL was founded 

in 2009 by several omo Oshun 

under the inspiration of Baba 

Fasola Odunade, who had a 

vision and a dream to unify the 

Atlanta African tradionalist 

community. The mission of 

Egbe Oshun ATL is to build 

community through charitable 

giving and human service.

      On Saturday, the festival 

filled the normally urban 

setting of Atlanta's westend 

with beauty, art and african 

drums as the dance seminar 

and afternoon workshops 

offered festival participants 

the opportunity to deepen 

their knowledge and 

relationship to the orisha 

Oshun as the mother of 

culture. As the heat of the day 

gave way to the evening, the 

lighting of 16 lamps brought 

the ancient tradition from the 

homeland into the hearts of 

those gathered.

Even the westend's passing 

motorists were given pause to 

think, observe and wonder 

about the very 

Young children 
observe from rocks 
the Osun festival at 
Sweet Water river in 
Atlanta,GA.
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 different and unique images in the corner 

park adjacent to the museum.

      Yeye Oshun brought twice as many 

participants to gather on Sunday at the 

river in Sweetwater Creek State Park. The 

procession of Orisha, Egbe Oshun, HRM 

Oba Adejuyigbe Adefunmi and the 

collective of orisha devotees rejoiced in 

praise, chants and songs for the river 

diety that will echo through the trees and 

onlookers for many moons to come. It 

was a time of great cleansing, 

refreshment and renewal.

      HRM Adefunmi II, in the seasoned 

oration of the founder of Oyotunji African 

Village and the Father of the Cultural 

Restoration Movement in North 

America,Oba Adefunmi I, shared the 

wisdom of "connection" that comes when 

Oshun is called upon by her children. The 

collective community of traditional 

African cultural practicioners left away 

filled to overflowing with food for 

thought of the endless possibilities 

toward the world's current reality. The 

mirrors of self reflection were washed 

clean as this event came to a close right 

to the minute with the gates of the state 

park. Individual egos pondered the 

questions of purpose and direction within 

the collective ego of orisha. Each one, in a 

profound way was strengthened toward a 

resolve to manifest the good of the 

whole.

      History was made this weekend as the 

descendants of countless ancestors 

unabashedly stepped into the fullness of 

culture at the ground level. The revelation 

of the spiritual tools at hand are more 

fully exposed. The remembrance of our 

empowerment rooted in our ancestral 

souls is activated and shifting the rules of 

engagement into high gear. The time is at 

hand, all thanks and praise to the mother 

of culture and connection, Oshun. The 

unity in community moves that much 

closer to full manifestation, ripe for 

action. We are the ones we've been 

waiting for.
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continued: Osun
brings connections
 by Igberohinjade Oludoye.

The Arugba carries the 
calabash on her head. 
The calabash holds 
the “ikokoagbo” 
blessed water and is 
carried back to the 
Osun shrine.


